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THE POWER OF
THE WHEEL

200,000 Riders
in Greater New
ﬁrk To-dau.

Forty-two Miffion Dof-
fars Invested in the
Bicucle Business
Here.

WHEELMEN ARE
POLITICAL FACTORS.

Members of the L. A, W, Are Alf
Over 21 and oters, Which
Makes Them Important,

In the Fall of 1888 there appeared In one
of tho lending blcyele salesrooma of New
York a wheel that exelted an equal amount
of curlosity In the ranks ofs the riders of
the high wheel, or ordlnary. It was an
English model of the safety, with 80-lneh
wheels, 8oiid tires and & frame of the
“‘boneshaker' variely.

In 1888 the American manufacturers sue-
cumbed td the demnud for the low wheel,
and for two years the struggle for su-
premsey between the high nnd low wheels
engaged the attentlon of tha eycling fra-
ternlty. Tt was an unequal 8gbt, how-
ever, and in 1882, upon the Introduction
of the cusbion tires the ordinaries wpre
relegated to the attles, or sold to secohd-
hand dealers at & Heavy discount. The
 neme of cyeling enjoyment was reached In
1863, when pnegmatle tives were placed
upan the morket.

From that tlme the advance of the sport
was rapll. ‘The number of riders within
the bountdnarles of what Is now Grenter New
York wins estlmared ot about 10,000 in
1881, of which number shont Afty weras
women, wio, mounted opon the old solld-
tired wheels, braved the stormn of adverse
crltleliy und ridlenls snd prayod for the
emanelpation of short ekirts and bloomers
that bave aitended the progress of the up-
to-dile woman,

To-lay the noMber of riders In Greator
New York Is estlnated at 200,000, of which
cng-third are women;, whils there are af
least two hmndrad bleyele dealers, .gnd
abont two hundred more hondle wheels ns
a slde llne. The approximate valuo of the
whesls ridden It the elty will tzgregite
ot lenst $12000,000, and the tfade  $30-
L0000 more, Al flrst glinee thid will ap-
pear o be a very Hberl estlimate, but
when the reader takes Into conklderation
the fact that there am 107 makes of
wheels adyvertised Jn a bloyele weekly, all
of whleh haye oune, nnd some several
agents: In. Greater New York, the figures
will not appenr overdenwn,

-Fstthe. business s oné beyomt the
stage of o passing eaprice and“W fOrmly
rooted among the leading industries of the
eountry {8 evidenced by the hizh smndlug#
and ‘business gollidity of the firms handlin
bhipyeles. But a few years ngo the wheels
were handled almost excluslvely by bieyole
dealers. while now wvou see whesls o the
witidows of hatdware gtores, furnlturs con-
carng, and even In the windows of the lead-
I Jewellers nre displayed gold and silver-
mounted bicyeles, some even golog so0 far
ag to set the name In Jewels upon the
Handle-ban

Nuturaliy, sueh r number of riders. with
interesis 1o common, led 1o the formailon
of mumerous clubs nund cyeling organlza.
tioms, the henld of wiileh 15 the League aof
Anteriean Wheelinen, The objects of thia
orgnflzation have Leen prdteetlvs, bal' the
recent formailon of sub-consulates, whoze
boundnries are the sgme As those of the
thirty-five Assembly  digtriets, would  indi-
oate that the Lesgue will endsavor to at-
tnin ite ends throuzh the influence of its
voten, und The vortes it contrals:

At & recont mesting of the L. A, W.
Consulote It New York srrangemnents were
wiade looking to the Holding In tWe near fu-
tnre of 4 mass menting of members of the
L. A. W. to complete the organization of
the sub.consulstes and formulate plans
for the campnlign.

Aside from the passage of the Armatrong
Bagpage bill, which In ltsel? had a broad
signlficance, the followlng Instince wiil
gorve to llinstrote: \

Mr. Charles B. Page was alected from
the Seventeénth Senatorial Distrlet by o
mejority of twenty-three vofes. There
s one block In the Seventeenth In
which there are forty hounses. Seventy-five
of the ogecupants of these houges rlde
wheals: four-fifths of the rlders ate men,
and three-fifths are members of  the
League o Amerlean Wheelmen.

In vlew of these facts, it 18 not alffcult
to understnnd Mr. Page's renson for vot-
Ing for the Baggage bill, or, in frot, any
blil that |s champloned by the wheelmen,

Another faot that must be taken Inta
consideration I8 that all membera of the
League are over twenty-ons yeara old and
are voters. The great army of nnconneat-
ed rlders ure almost to a unit In favor of
enything that will tend to give to riders
the rights that the L. A. W. Is fighting for.
Then there ars the woman, who constitute
one-third of all the ridars. While they
have no vote, thelr lofluence In polities,
&6 In anything else they undertnke, is a
great factor. Thelr brothers or fathers,
whlle they may not ba oyellsts, are sus-
ceptible to their wiles, and woe to the as-
piring  candidate who I8  uanfortunate
enough to lncur thelr dlapleasire.

At the banquet tendersd Assemblyman
Armstrong, the father of the now femouas
Baggage blll, thers wees & number of ihe
clty’s diguliaries, who pledged the health
of the L. A, W., and showed that they
were not unaware of the far-reaching In-
fluence of the wheelman’s vote. )‘ Uil
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BICYCLE'S MORAL FORCE.

Its Growing Populsrity In Reform and
Religious Organiza-
tions,

Nothing could be more [slgnificant of the
pheasmenal growth of cyeling than its
invaslon Into the ranks of many Inrge and
promivent organizations,

The League of American Wheelmen, 14
noturally  the officln] ‘organlzation of the
Wheelmen and wheelwotien of the Unfted
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Btaten, yet so great Is the.interest In the
pastime that gmall, congenial socinl eyeling
giubs are now belng formed in nearly
every great organizstion in tha country.
The first intlmation of this particnlar
feature of the merry, all-persuasive wheel
came, llkké Lochinvar, out of the West, and
wns to the effect that a progressive and
up-to-date ¥, M. (. A, bad formed a soclnl
eyeling elab, composed exclusively of Its|
own members, This Idea was promptly
followed by the W. Q. T. U., agaln In the
West, and these plonesrs in the fleld have

tlons at pregent are that ere the Bummer
wanes thess clubs within clubs are to be
numerous and popular.

The ratlonale of this movement 18 evi-
dent. The eoliesive force of all the work
characterizing the W. C. T. T., the Y. M.
0. A, the Christinn Endeavorers, the Y.
W. O. A. and slmilar organizations is
greatly nssisted by a ecommunity of
recreatlon as well as of serlons purpose.
The human race was Intended for happl-
nesd, and very llkely the millennium swill
Hee every one awheal. THe “bleyele tea'
of the Mlehaux Clab was a benefit for a
popular charity, and enother club will soon
give a bloyale pleule for a publle Institu-
tion.

No organlzations In the country have
halled the bleyele with greater dellght than
the temperance people, who saw In it a
powerful ally, for the bleycle and drink
nre antagonlstic by nature. Thus It Is that
the cyecling clubs of the W. O. T. U., the
King's Daughters, the Y. M. 0. A. aod
others comblie with their social and out-
Ing life an actlye campalgn of their work,
The Summer Chantanguas and Summer
Hehools of Sclence are destioed to muoch of
this nove! and elevated Influence of the
bleyela. The Christian Endeavor Cycling
Qlub will give a bleyele lnwn party for
charity, and the W. O. T. U. Club wil’
glve a bleyele meet to ralse funds,

Already New “York Qity is taking the
lead in work of thls nature by the temper-
ance saloon, soon to be opened In the heart
of the uptown ecycling distriet, in which
the BEplscopal Church, the W. C. T. T.
gnd many women's organizetions are
uetlvely Interested, The power of these
wheels within wheels cannot yet be accu-
rately estimated, but It Is clear at 4 glance
that all of these organizations practlcally
double thelr working power by adopting
the whesl, MARY . FRANCIS,

IN THE DAYS GONE BY.

First Vice-President Cossum, of the L. A.
W., Talls of the Past and Ad-
vises for ths Future.

How |mpressive have becoms the changes
that a few years haye brought mbout In
the world of cycledom. Those of us who
may falrly be termed “old timers,' cannot
but be aftected by the modifications In the
order of things perinlning to eyeling, 'Tls
but a short flight backwnrd to the days
when wheellig was only enjoyed by those
who were supposed to be long of pirse
and stendy of nerve, thoogh In the oplnlon
of our farmer frlends, and, indeed, not a
few others, short of branin., e

Those were the days when we rode
wheels for the eport there was In It pure
and slmple, the happy hours of superiorlity
over our fellow man, snd the glorlovs
times of bralds, bugles and hlve unifprius,
Indesd, I alwanys plty the wsifety rider
who (does not know of the exhiluruting un-
certalnty of a ride on a high wheel

We were most of us young then., The
stenidy man of years shd gray halra had
gerious doubts of the usefuiness of the
tiing, and had positive assurance that It
~yould-cerfainly-“t'row m-down” If
touched If, so he dlscrestly let It alone.
It 'ls, nevertheless, with much pleasure
thiat we vecall those days when to meet a
wleelman was to grest him., '"Twas not
pmpertinent to hold him up on the road
with the enstomary enlutatlon of the good
old New Fnglandar, *Where are you from "
and to forthwith offer polnts as to roads,
routes nnd rlders, was guite in order. And
yout took lim In at your club, and at your
home, even, as a matter of course. Socia-
bility, good fellowship sud cordlality were
tiae ties that beound us.

True It s that we wore to n considerable
extent on show in the days gone by.
Whether It was the advent of “‘Big Four”
tourists of & club run, the meighbors far
und mear dll congregiate to see us go by,
perhaps the envious among them watehing
tor a tumble or twe, for the old “‘ordinary’
was Lrigky at tlmes,

All thls 1s pnst and pone. The masses
wheel for buslness nowadays—to save car-
fore, and to go bome to luneh, The clergy
gnd the drummer, the doctor and the
plumber, ali find that the wheel 1§ no
longer a toy and a fad for pleasurs It
Ling its uses nod 11s abuses.

Phe very condltlons of things to-day are
prescnting probiems, and gerlovs ones, too,
growlng out of this unprecedeuted adapta-
itlon of & plaything for the ldler lnto &
necessity for the man of business,

It is probably lmpossible to eaumerate
how far reaching the ose of the wheel s
begome., It has made many uand serfons
\froads npon the révenue aund lncome from
Lmore than oue branch of business, The
liverymen, the feedimen, the clty trans-
portatton companles have all realized that
they have besen hurt somehow, somewhers,

The Introductlon of the wheel into oar
dally lfe hons revolutlonlzed many things.
In large citien It will soon Le o quesson
of what to do with buslness wheels during
business hours. Already in Western cltles
the lessors of Mirge buolldings are ralsing
objection tn wheels. It will not be pos-
sible much longer to c-'mtinnn\ to. provide
frea storage In office bulldings." The prob-
lein of how to hundle them canmot be
thrust aside moeh longer. )

New York Clty 13 soon to have severnl
smooth and rldenble avenues from ithe
Harlem to the Bay. It will not be very
long before there wlill be a great cry for
municipal regulation ns to thoe coming and
golng of the wheel. The cyciist Is likely
to be first heard from, as smid the erowd-
ed traffle of the lower clty tle business
wheelman 18 sure to be ln 'daily trouble.
The Broadway squad will have to be con-
verted Into a corps of cycle cops.

1 am afrald that we have grown to be so
selfish in our (demands end WRIS A8 wheel
men that many oyclists will expeet and
urge recognition of rights to the utter ex-
clugion and toral disregard of the luteresta
of others. I sincerely lope that we are not
approgching thie day when the appelintion
“rogad hog" will comie back to us with
something of # hoomerang effect, “Tis
well to be sgareslye to obtaln due recogni-
tlon, and to obtain that which of right be-
longs to us, bt let us not, in the anfold-
Ing of the power which we possess, become
toa self-assertive.  Too” much  polltjcal
power means destroction. 1

It bebooves the L. A, W, ‘the local pr-
ganizatlons, the elgbs and the individuul
wheelman to see to 1t that the business end
and aim of wheellng i sustilned by the
stemp of approval of publie opiniph, by
@0 rogulating our actlons and shaping our
demands that it will appear that we have
retalned wome of the old-tlme spirit’ of
forboaranes, good will and sppreclation
Of the rights lluigflt‘lh of all men,

L, CH RLES% COSSLM,
First Vice-President L, A, W..
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BARNES

They are the Mo

ise Buyers Buy White Flyers.

BICYCLES ARE WHITE.

st EXPENSIVE in the World to BUILD.

The Most SATISFACTORY in the World to RIDE.
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E. C. BALD, the Barnes White Flyer -
Champion of the World.

Write for Oatalogus,
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THE BARNES CYCLE COMPANY, Syracuse, N. Y.

LIW00D CYCLE G0, Agents, New York and Brooklyn.

57 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK.

Bicycles. ]
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Is the Wheel with the

CYCLOIDAL SPROCKET.
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princigle is
to be the only one which reduces
chain friction to a minimum,

This

I -
316 Broadway, Eighth A

- Absolute ‘accuracy in the de-
. tails of construction is the cardi-
nal feature of the Tribune Wheel.

/ ACENCIES:

ve., corner 59th St. 1353 Fifth Ave., 1146 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn.
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4 Bicycles.
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THE BALM IN THE

Self-Healing Tire.%

IT POINTS

More Tidy Talk

The Self-Healing
Tire. w 2 2

E:E: ?:h R?nne:ra 2 c?rrgidpnt.

. &ties A. Schleren, Vies-Preaident
Thoman Eeck, Becond Vies-P;

Clarenes Foots, L’nnh'lor,“' S

The Hide and Leather National Bank

of New York,
Capital, $GOO,000,

Surplus, $50,000.
" Aprl : 1808,
The Self-Heallng Pren. gh}e Ig'o.:

Gentlemen: Have given tha neiw tires
A thotough trinl, and to ssy that they
are ¢!l you clatm them to be I8 to put
It mildly. The shaplng of your Inner
lining xets n wheel high off the grouus
preventing fiat or rim. riding, which In-
Jures g0 many wheels, They are the!
most resillent and therefore most com.
fortabls tire made. The fact of fio
fear na to a puncture ls {n ltself worth
the price. In fact, they nre simaply
marvellons. To use them ones mesns
to discapd all others, No up-to-date
eycler can affoml to be withett a.pair
of these ' tires. They revolutionlke
bleyeling.

Yours verr truly, :
CLARENCE FOOTH.

Thess tires have already heap nflopted for
igh-Oirnde Wheels by { M3
};‘—n Co. and others, te Qsine Gl
SEND FOR DETAILS.
8. P. MYERS & 00.,| WM, H, CAHN,
Distributing Agty., Genersl Manager
Myers Bollging, |48 & 50 Malden Lane,
NEW YORK. | XOW YORE,
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LIST PRICE $100.

SPOT CASH PRICE $59.

When yougive $100.00 for a hic'ruio
you throw away $41.00.

aud often get an inferior wheel. Wa
don’t clafm thrt our wheel is the
best on carth, but we do ciaim that
our wheel Iy as good as any $100,00
wheel on the market,

In the making of 8 Defonder Cycle every
part comprising the whes! (g thamietis

| and carelhlly fested by competént expehts

befors It Is pronounced fit for use. Thin
thorough testing makes known the exmct
straln that every part of ‘a Defender will
sustain, and It Docomes @ matter of cer
talnty that each part of tHe completed
bleyele will perform the service lutended.
The wvalue of this great echre {n the mak-
ing Is proved by the fact of the lEmense
gales of our wheels. Our motto' bas #l-
ways been s falr profit and & qulck sale,

WE GIVE YOU FOR 59

& Bicyels worth §100.00 when comparsd wi'h
any wheel on the market. If yon pay us
viult we will prove to you every wortl we say.
We gunrantos evers Defeoder Wiheel for one
year frum date of sale.

DEFENDER CYCLE (0.,

: 20 MAIDEN LANE.

SIT ON YOUR WHEEL RIGET..

$4.00.
You  can onlv-de it if your
bicycle is fitted with the

DEFENDER = SADDLE,

Made for a purpose, namely:
EASY 'RIDING AND NO OHAFIHG,

FITS ANY WHEEL., MEDICAL
EXPERTS AND EXPERIENCED
RIDERS PRONOUNCE IT THE
NE PLUS VLTRA OF SADDLE
CONSTRUCTION,

FULL DESCRIPTION BY MAIL,

DEFENDER CYCLE COMPARNY,
20 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK.
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- M.
4 > 6. W. COLE & €0,
111 Brosdway, New York.

: 2 “Three io One,”
a' > O Prevents tarndling  and
e m rusting, ;

w The :}f Tabricant for
- & 3 Uhaln Heurloga—aver
[45] Eurme.
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ASK YOUR DEALER FOR IT.
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ALUTINUM!
i  BICYCLES.

| N. F. NELSOK, < Sole Uptown Agent, |

FIFTH AVE., Cor. 424 St.
(Beyjonr Hullding.)

Frames onethinl strooger than mter
welght for welght, *
Lol one-plece front i)

H
i!ﬁo Soints. No munt, No ehamel, Np tpos

and fr'
Welghts 16 to 28 1bs. Cowm  and r
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